
Mount Arlington Students Attend Model United Nations at Drew 

University Achieving Best Delegation Award 

 

Mount Arlington Model UN at Drew University:  (L to R): Madalyn Pflug, Ashley Zheng, Olivia Keenan, Giselle Castaneda, Jolie Parisi, 

Madison Moran, Sierra Rogalsky, Ty Eckert, Natalie Cantagallo, Alexis Merola, Lucas Roldan, Tyler Collins, Mila Teodorescu, Sydnie 

Ostolaza, and Nicole Frey.   

In 2015 the United Nations adopted the Sustainable Development Goals which focus on several key global 

issues.  At this year’s Model UN conference, sponsored by Drew University, students from around the region 

focused on the issues of access to potable water, access to education, and nuclear proliferation.  After reviewing 

key policies, past UN resolutions and on-line UN reports, Grade 7 and Grade 8 students from Mount Arlington 

School worked to draft resolutions addressing these issues.  The resolutions contain a pre-ambulatory clause 

and an operative clause.  In the pre-ambulatory clause students frame the problem and identify key actions, 

groups, treaties, and resolutions from the past or currently in place.  In the operative clause students present 

their solution and recommendations.   The program starts in October and runs through February.  By the end of 

January students become diplomats and exchange their draft resolutions with students from other schools.   

Then at the February conference, negotiation caucus sessions are held along with a General Assembly.   Mount 

Arlington students maintain a Model UN website and each year post their final resolutions on-line.  The 

resolutions can be viewed at https://sites.google.com/site/mapsmodelunitednations/  

https://sites.google.com/site/mapsmodelunitednations/


 

 

Mount Arlington Student Sierra Rogalsky, Class of 2018, defends the United States position on nuclear 

proliferation.  Rogalsky was honored with the Best Delegation Award at the Model UN programs sponsored by 

Drew University. 

 

For the topic of Nuclear Proliferation, Mount Arlington students represented the United States and Japan.  The 

United States delegation of Sierra Rogalsky, Madalyn Svenningsen, and Hailey Opper (Grade 8) achieved the 

honor of Best Delegation.   During negotiations, Sierra Rogalsky used visual charts and maps to enhance the 

delegation’s presentation.  Grade 7 students Tyler Collins and Lucas Roldan represented Mexico.  In their 

resolutions they recommended quarterly meetings at the United Nations of all parties identified as Nuclear 

States (United States, Russia, Britain, France, China, Israel, India, Pakistan, North Korea) as well as nations 

hosting nuclear weapons (Belgium, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Turkey), and nations in nuclear alliances 

(Albania, Australia, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech, Denmark, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Japan, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain).   Both 

delegations recommended funding for further development of drone technology for surveillance purposes.  

Rogalsky was also commended for identifying the most recent 2017 UN action, Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons, which is still awaiting UN signatories, and recommended these countries also attend 

quarterly meetings at the United Nations.   Rogalsky commented, "Model United Nations was a great 

experience, and it allowed me to better develop my skills in public speaking, debating, and problem solving. I 

had a great time participating in the program." 

For the topic of Global Education, Mount Arlington students represented Vietnam.  The Vietnam delegation of 

Jolie Parisi, Madison Moran, and Giselle Castaneda achieved an honor of Best Resolution.  Parisi was further 

commended as she was chosen to present at the closing General Assembly.  She had to answer difficult 

questions to defend the final resolution that was developed at the conference in their caucus session.  The team 

was encouraged by the efforts and proceedings of UNESCO together with UNICEF, the World Bank, UNFPA, 

UNDP, UN Women and UNHCR who organized the 2015 Incheon World Education Forum.  This program adopted 

the Incheon Declaration for Education 2030 and sets out a new vision for education by 2039.  They were also 



supportive of The United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) which was established committed to 

accelerating action on girls’ education to realize “A world where all girls and boys are empowered through 

quality education to realize their full potential and contribute to transforming societies where gender equality 

becomes a reality.”  They also recommended the liaison of corporate citizens, organizations, and foundations 

with schools and universities to fund technology infrastructure and hardware in schools and to establish 

educational partnerships using available UN grant funding.  In terms of technology, they supported full 

worldwide funding of a solar backpack program as developed by Soular.  Soular offers a backpack equipped with 

solar panels, which allow children who don’t have access to electricity to study at night without having to use an 

expensive and carcinogenic kerosene lamp. 

For the topic of Potable Water, Mount Arlington students represented Chad, Israel, and Japan.  The Japan 

delegation of Ashley Zheng, Olivia Keenan, and Madalyn Pflug achieved an honor of Best Resolution.  This 

delegation highlighted the progress towards equitable access as accomplished during the 2005-2015 

International Decade for Life “Water for All” and acknowledged the role of UN-Water Decade Programme on 

Capacity Development (UNW-DPC) established in August 2007.  In terms of solutions, they recommended 

actions as presented in United Nations IHE Delft publication (2018) which includes the use of the Tiger Worm 

Toilet and microbial desalination technology.  Other solutions included funding and distribution of atmospheric 

water generators (AWG) that extracts water from humid ambient air such as the WaterSeer, a new device 

developed by VICI-Labs, in collaboration with UC Berkeley and the National Peace Corps Association.  Ashley 

Zheng adds, “The Model UN was a great experience.  I had a great time talking with other people and listening 

to their ideas and concerns in other countries.  I also enjoyed experiencing a collegiate setting as I toured the 

campus.”    

The Chad delegation of Natalie Cantagallo, Alexis Merola, and Ty Eckert noted that as of 2016, over 844 million 

people live without access to safe water and over 2.3 billion people do not have access to improved sanitation. 

They recommended the use of a technology by LifeStraw.   

The Israel delegation of Mila Teodorescu, Nicole Frey, and Sydney Ostolaza presented statistics from the Joint 

Monitoring Programme by The World Health Organization and UNICEF (2017) and reviewed 2015 UN-Water 

Annual International Zaragoza Conference proceedings.  They recommended the funding and distribution of 

innovative technologies which use simple solutions and green technologies such as individual water filtration 

units and atmospheric water generators and sanitation systems such as the Tiger Toilet in areas in need of basic 

access.  In addition, they stressed the importance of a social media campaign to promote The International 

Decade for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable Development’, which will commence on World Water Day, 22 March 

2018. 

Enrichment teacher Julie Crawford attributes the students’ success to three factors: opportunity to explore real 

world issues, the technology program in the district, and student mentoring.  “The Model UN program allows 

students an opportunity to discover diplomacy in action.  Students can readily review records from the United 

Nations.  They can integrate scientific research to learn about on-going innovations in each of the topics.  With 

this ownership of learning, students take pride in posting of their final resolutions on-line which serves as a 

resource to help future students.  Our Grade 8 students return each year to mentor the Grade 7 students.  Their 

project notebooks become exemplars for other students to model.” 



Superintendent of Mount Arlington Schools, Monica Rowland, is proud of the efforts of the students and their 

teacher, Ms. Crawford.  She stated, “The level of detail and sophistication in their work is incredibly 

impressive.  I am excited to see students tackling such important and authentic problems and proposing 

meaningful solutions.” 

Engy Gadelmawla, a political science major at Drew University, served as the acting student chairperson for the 

conference.  She summarized, “This isn’t just a school project or another paper or another field trip.  This is their 

exposure to being a student of the world and being a student of diplomacy. It’s an opportunity to show future 

generations what they become.”  

Carlos Yordan, who is Chair of the Political Science department and director of the Semester of the United 

Nations at Drew University stressed the importance of the program for the college students and the valuable 

experience that the middle school students received from the conference. 

“Some of these students are going to be tackling the big questions that are impacting our world in the future,” 

explained Yordan. “We are seeing many of our students entering a profession in foreign services. The outcomes 

are amazing. It’s because it’s a very intensive experience.” 

 

  

 



  

 

 

  

 



  

 


